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Product Policy Institute

1. Help local governments form Product Stewardship Councils

2. Work for EPR state policies (Framework EPR)

3. Engage citizen support for EPR

ñMISSION: Sustainable production and 

consumption and good governanceò



1.  EPR is a trend that is sweeping the globe.



Beverage containers

Electronics (E-waste)

Mercury switches

Paint 

Batteries

Flourescent lamps

Thermostats

Pesticides

Solvents & flammable liquids 

Oil, containers & filters 

Pharmaceuticals 

Tires

Automobiles

Packaging



2.  You have the power to start the change



1. HISTORY: how waste became ñmunicipalò 

and unintended consequences

2. EPR / Product stewardship 

3. How local governments can lead the way

Short movie (PS Council)

Topics



waste 
management 
was a private 
sector activity

Before 1900 é



1840: 1,800,000

1920:     54,000,000

rapid 
urbanization









citizens demanded action é.



é. local government responded





CARD OF INSTRUCTION FOR HOUSEHOLDERS

Put into Garbage

Receptacles

Kitchen or

Table Waste,

Vegetables,

Meats,

Fish,

Bones,

Fat.

Put into Ash

Receptacles

Ashes, Sawdust,

Floor and

Street Sweepings,

Broken Glass,

Broken Crockery,

*Oyster and Clam

Shells,

Tin Cans.

Put into Rubbish

Bundles

Bottles, Paper,

Pasteboard, etc.

Rags, Mattresses,

Old Clothes, Old Shoes,

Leather and Leather Scrap,

Carpets, Tobacco Stems,

Straw and Excelsior,

(from households only)

The Sanitary Code requires householders and occupants to provide separate receptacles

for ashes and garbage and forbids mixing these in the same receptacle. 

This law will be strictly enforced.

Waste was simpler in 1900

New York City - 1905
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Unintended consequences



Ash, Garbage
Simple products

Discards Changed

Mostly 
Products, pkg

Dense + 
Homogenous

Bulky
Complex
Toxic

Ą

Purpose Changed

Ą

Public 
Health

Resource Conservation &

ConvenienceĄ



Weôre enabling 

products and packaging 

designed for disposal

Unintended Consequence



Results ïEnergy (by process)

Electricity

34%

Transportation

28%

Industry

16%

Commercial 6%

Residential 5%

Agriculture

8%

Waste

3%

US Greenhouse Gas Emissions (2005): 
Conventional View

Source: US EPA



Provision of 

Goods & Materials

38%

Food

12%
Inter-city

Passenger

Transport

7%

Building 

Energy Use

31%

Local Passenger

Transport

12%

US Greenhouse Gas Emissions (2005):
Alternative View

Source: US EPA (Preliminary)



Vision:  Zero Waste



Extended Producer Responsibility
(Product Stewardship)

ñEPR is the extension of the responsibility 

of producers, and all entities involved in 

the product chain, to reduce the cradle-to-

cradle impacts of a product and its 

packaging é

The primary responsibility lies with the 

producer, or brand owner, who makes 

design and marketing decisions.ò



Goals of EPR policy

ÅShift costs

ÅImprove design
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